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Young Jody lives with his ma and pa on a farm in backwoods Florida. Life is hard there: cutting

wood, planting fields, hauling water from a distant sinkhole. It is dangerous: wolves and bears roam

the night. It's also lonely for a young boy. One spring day, Jody's pa kills a deer for meat. When

Jody sees her spotted fawn in the brush, he convinces his father they should bring the fawn home.

Thus begins a year when deer and boy are never far from each other. But the day will come when

Jody must make a terrible choice between his beloved pet and his family's survival. The Yearling,

published 50 years ago, is an enduring classic which won the Pulitzer Prize. As it follows Jody from

childhood to the first steps of adulthood, it has touched the hearts of readers of all ages. Now, with

Tom Stechschulte's warm narration, this moving story will delight an even wider audience.
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It is not hard to see why this modern masterpiece was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 1938. It was

made into a classic movie starring Gregory Peck as Penny Baxter and was illustrated by the

legendary N.C Wyeth. They would not have exhausted their immense talents on a mediocre book

(as some of the reviews have expressed- were they reading the same book as me?).The story is

beautifully crafted and it flows effortlessly. The homespun language is quaint and is perfect for the

book (which is set in the late 1800s). The author knew the intricacies of nature in Florida and

described it with exactness and beauty. There are many sections of the book that are filled with

warm humor and lightheartedness. The deep closeness between the father and son is touching as



well as the love between the husband and wife.Life was a tough stuggle then and it is brought out

with great skill. Rawlings was a master of timing and decriptions.(For those high school students

who were forced to read the book- read it again in ten years. I felt the same way about "To Kill A

Mockingbird". In high school I hated it. Later in life- I loved it. Maturity adds a lot to any book).There

is one aspect of the book that is a little hard to believe- grown men getting up in the middle of the

night to play their music on guitars and so forth- stark naked- in front a of a young neighbor- but that

is only thing in the entire novel.N.C. Wyeth's illustrations are perfect for the story. His use of strong

directional lighting is fabulous. I would recommend the Scribner Classic (hardcover)with his

illustrations in it.Rawlings lived in the heart of the Florida woods in the winter time and was a keen

observer of nature and men.

I remember checking The Yearling out of the library when I was 10 or 11. I read the first few pages

and was so intimidated by the length of the novel that I returned it to the library two weeks

later...unread. My loss. I just finished reading this book and it is a beautiful, poignant, rich story that I

will hold in my heart forever. I appreciated Rawlings' detailed descriptions and her extensive

character development. I felt like I was really there in the Florida scrub experiencing everything that

Jody experienced. Jody's love for Flag is so lovely, touching, beautiful...and familiar. Have you ever

had a pet whom you loved more than anyone else in the world and would do anything for? There is

no other love like it...it is true devotion. The scene where Jody meets Flag is so enthralling that I

wanted to read it over and over. I felt like I knew each character and I became so attached to Jody

and Flag and their devoted friendship that I wept in more places than one.Although I think this is an

excellent book for children and adults, I'm not sure that there are many teenagers who will

appreciate it. It is a harsh story in places, but it is not so much the harshness that I'm talking about.

This book is about a time when people were more at one with nature and life was simple and

slow-moving. There are no explosions, no sex, no swearing and no gratuitous violence. I loved the

novel for those reasons. To many young people, this may spell "boring". Although I would have

loved this story at any time in my life, had I read it when I was a teenager, I would have never had

the patience for the rich detail. Now, I savor it. I loved the story for its slow-moving, simplicity and

detail and because it was a total break from the warp speed and superficiality of today.

An incomparable story of growth and survival in the most difficult conditions. The Yearling, set in the

scrubland of northern Florida a couple of decades after the Civil War, is the story of the Baxter

family: little "Penny" Baxter, the father, a saintly figure who is wise, understanding, kind, brave,



dutiful, stoic; Ory, the mother, whose essential goodness has been buried to some degree by

endless toil and the death of several babies; and Jody, who is about 12 when the story begins, a

good-natured sprite for whom nature is benevolent and everything is to be explored.The Baxters live

some 15 miles from the nearest town and four miles from their nearest neighbors, the Forresters, a

family of massive sons who are variously good hearted and murderous drunks. In this environment,

the little Baxter family scratches out its existence.Two themes predominate: the loss of childhood

innocence and Implacable Nature. The latter is depicted in a variety of ways: a legendary

maurauding bear that is seemingly impossible to kill; a pack of hungry wolves several dozen strong;

a flood that destroys everything in its path and leaves the plague in its wake; a terrible poisonous

snake that threatens the life of one of the characters. In this unforgiving environment, Penny forges

ahead at all times, hunting and farming to provide for his little brood, rarely at a loss despite the

continual setbacks that afflict "Baxter's Island," the small territory that the family owns.It's not all

harshness, however. Moments of beauty break through at intervals, particularly when father and

son are off on a leisurely hunt. There is often a great reverence shown for flowers, trees, waterways,

birds, animals, and the landscape as a whole.
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